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The house is a response to the young couple’s desire for a flexible
plan, accommodating entertaining, intimacy and the potential for
children in the future. There was a strong desire on the part of the
client for both an urban architecture and integration between the
indoor and outdoor architectural experiences. Sectionally, the house
has two parts. The first is two-storeys with high ceilings and a roof-
deck, the second is three-storeys above grade, with moderate
ceiling heights, and another storey below grade opening onto a
sunken courtyard. The two parts are connected by a central stair.
Planters on the roof areas establish a connection between the
interiors and the gardens on all levels of the house, and also reduce
heat reflectance and rainwater runoff. Landscape design makes use
of native, drought tolerant plant species. The design of the house is
also carefully considered from an environmentally responsible
perspective. Ultra high efficiency windows (U-value 0.14) and
efficient heating / cooling distribution system allow the home to
operate with low energy consumption, as does careful selection of
appliances, plumbing fixtures, and lighting. Moreover, the
relationship of windows to their overhangs also maximizes solar
gain in the winter, and controls it in the summer.
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